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THE PILLSBURY FESTSCHRIFT
"If you would reap Praise, you must sow the
Seeds, gentle Words and useful Deeds."
The truth of this maxim, by another il-
lustrious Philadelphian, Benjamin Franklin, is
pointed up by the profusion of honors heaped
upon Dr. Pillsbury by the dermatologic world.
In this year alone the harvest for extraordinary
achievement would turn the head of the most
saintly man—President of the International
Congress of Dermatology, dedication of the
new Pillsbury Wing of the Duhring Labora-
tories, and Festschrift editions by both the
Journal of Investigative Dermatology and the
Archives of Dermatology.
The offices he has held with distinction make
up a staggering sum of activity in which the
Homeric Pillsbury tirelessly travels, teaches and
pleads for support, raising the banner of derma-
tology higher and higher, the prophet of a new
age of reason in a folklore specialty. By citing a
few of these, we can sense the astonishing force
of the man hurrying on with his mission of
stimulating the investigative spirit in derma-
tology and winning a reputable place for the
specialty in the temple of medicine. Consultant
to the Surgeon General of the U. S. Army; the
Surgeon General of the U. S. Public Health
Service; the Surgeon General of the U. S. Air
Force; the Secretary of Defense; the Division
of General Medical Sciences, National Institutes
of Health; Chairman, Committee on the Cuta-
neous System, National Research Council;
Committee on Medicine and Surgery, National
Research Council; Director, Commission on
Cutaneous Diseases, Armed Forces Epidcmio-
logical Board; Committee of Advisory Panel on
Medical Sciences, Office of the Secretary of
Defense, Research and Development; Pathology
Study Section, National Institutes of Health;
National Advisory Health Council, Public
Health Service, etc, etc, etc.
If one had the preposterous task of com-
pressing his voluminous efforts into one state-
ment indicating his vast success one would
simply state that he has been past president of
everything: The Society for Investigative
Dermatology, the American Dermatological
Association, the American Academy of Derma-
tology, the American Board of Dermatology
and The International Congress of Dermatology.
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Pillsbury is the barrier-buster par excellence.
The carving up of medicine into little parishes
each preaching its own special doctrine in a
parochial jargon is anathema to him. His goal is
the complete demolition of the dikes separating
the sluggish and shallow backwaters of provincial
dermatology from the oceanic reservoirs of
modern medical thought. He is delighted when
discoveries by dermatologists sweep over tra-
ditional boundaries and bring light into distant
specialties. He has vigorously urged publication
in non-dermatologie journals and active participa-
tion in symposia and meetings which reach far
deeper than the skin itself. To his peers in non-
dermatologie circles Don Pillsbury is Mr.
Dermatology; he holds membership in such
elite groups as the Association of American
Physicians, the Interurban Clinical Club, and
the American Clinical and Climatological As-
sociation. Pillsbury is tall enough, of course, to
have been admired in far away lands. Scores of
foreign societies have graced their membership
with his esteemed name.
It is easier to applaud his achievements than
to discern his methods. The velocity of current
dermatologic research sustains the initial thrust
given to it, almost singlehandcdly, by his ener-
getic leadership. Yet his sedate and restrained
personality belies the tremendous force he has
set in motion. He totally lacks bombast and high
pressure salesmanship. He is no cheer leader or
platitudinous monger of exalted enthusiasms.
He neither manipulates people nor situations.
He knows that researchers can often work well
under fire, but always do best on fire. It is hard
to imagine a more salubrious climate for
investigative enterprise than the Duhring
Laboratories under Pillsbury. It is a dermatologic
El Dorado. Nothing is asked—much is expected.
Pillsbury never pushes—he pulls. He is the
magnet, not the hammer. He has the wisdom
and serenity of mind to give researchers what
they most crave and deeply need—absolute
freedom in its purest sense. This liberty extends
to the youthful prerogative of committing
egregious errors and personal follies. He believes
in youth and rejoices in the accomplishments of
"his boys."
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His chief use of authority is not to use it. He
has never been known to raise his voice or reach
for the blunderbuss. No one has ever heard him
utter an unkind word or cutting remark. Rivalries
and feuds are unknown to him. He has given
generous support to many institutions other than
his own. Pillsbury practices tolerance with a
capital "T"—he does not use irrelevancies in his
standards of judgment. He neither panders to the
powerful nor patronizes the powerless. An
important way to measure the quality of a
father is the performance of his sons. An impres-
sive number of professorial positions are held by
Pillsbury-trained men, exceeding by far any other
institution.
The contributors to this issue have purposefully
not been those who have spent time at the
University of Pennsylvania. Members of the
immediate family will express their tribute in a
sister Festschrift number in the Archives of
Dermatology. In saluting Pillsbury it is hard to
avoid reverence. The glory which he has earned
has raised up all of us who love the discipline of
the skin.
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